52. WRITING A VERSE FOR A BRAHMIN
AT THE INSTANCE OF
THE PANDYA KING

'i,

Vangya Sekhara Pandya was succeeded to the
throne by his son Vangya Choodamani. He was an
ardent devotee of Lord Somasundareswara and raised
several gardens, one of them being full of the Shenbaga
flowers. They had great perfume and smell, and w^re-
used for adorning the Lord, The king supervised Itefr
maintenance personally and took particular pleasure in
having darshan of the Lord after bedecking His form with
Shenbaga flowers and garlands. The king therefore,
came to be called Shenbaga Pandya   and thQ
Lord Shenbaga Sundara.

During the spring, the king Shenbaga Pandya
and his queen were stayinga in an artificial Mantap Aa H
beautiful park enjoying the cool breeze and sm^H
of the choicest flowers in the park. Then, hff
experienced a different but far superior smell about/h^
He found out that the smell emenated from the tuft of fite
Queen's hair. He was perplexed if the smell WQS natural
to the hair or artificial. He wanted to ascertain the

The king, therefore, announced that hei^yjfcf
present a thousand gold pieces to the poet who wM
compose the best poem which would clear his
The poets took up the challenge but were unable to
fathom the king's mind and locate the subject of fys
thoughts.